June 16, 2009

Town Board Meeting



A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on June 16, 2009

 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall located at One Heady

 
Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected official and appointed staff in 


attendance: 

LINDA D. PUGLISI


Supervisor 

FRANCIS X. FARRELL

Councilmember 

ANN LINDAU


Councilmember 

JOHN E. SLOAN


Councilmember 

RICHARD BECKER

Councilmember 
Also present:



JO-ANN DYCKMAN 

Town Clerk 



THOMAS WOOD, ESQ.

Town Attorney 



GLENN CESTARO 


Comptroller 



EDWARD VERGANO 

DOTS, Director 

CLAUDIA VAHEY 
Human Res. Coor. 

RENE BRACKEN 
Deputy Town Clerk 



KATHLEEN BURLESON

DES Director



ROSEMARY B. LASHER

DOTS/Asst. to Director
JEFF TKACS
DES, Homeland Safety & Security Coor.

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.

* * * * * * * * * *

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

* * * * * * * * * *

SUPERVISOR’S PROCLAMATIONS AND REPORTS

Supervisor Puglisi welcomed the 5th grade classes from Furnace Woods Elementary School and 
displayed the banner made by the students which was framed and displayed in the lobby of Town Hall. She explained that the banner is about the 400th anniversary of the Hudson Valley, the Quadricentennial, and of Henry Hudson, Robert Fulton, and Samuel B. Champlain.  Laura Lee Keating spoke of the events for the Quadricentennial for the residents and of a choir of middle school students being formed called “Voices of 
the Hudson” singing Hudson River related songs. Ms. Keating requested everyone attend the 
Quadricentennial Ball, Sept. 25th at Colonial Terrace and events taking place - Family Fun Day which will 
have related exhibits, and Hudson River storytelling on July 25th at the Community Center. She thanked
 the students for participating in the celebration.
The Supervisor then called upon the teachers and students of Furnace Woods Elementary School. 
Ms. Hughes, their teacher, then spoke of how hard the students worked on this project researching
with their partners to write their essays and painted watercolors related to their essays. She then called
upon various students to give their names and read their essays aloud.
Two students of Croton-Harmon High School, members of FBLA (Future Business Leaders of America) 
gave information regarding discount cards being offered to residents by local businesses. Supervisor
 Puglisi thanked the students for their work in the community and wished them good luck.
Ed Grexa, retired Sergeant First Class of the US Army was called upon to bestow honors to the Town 
Board for their efforts regarding Veterans and the VA Hospital. The Town Board members were then presented 
with a certificate from the General Secretary of the Army. The Supervisor also thanked Karen Grexa, her assistant, for her hard work.
Supervisor Puglisi, on behalf of the Town Board, received an award from the Westchester Municipal 
Planning Federation for a collaborative effort on the Indian Brook Watershed Project.

Also, members of the Board along with Supervisor Puglisi attended a ceremony at the Aaron Copland
 House, a national historic landmark. They also attended a shared service forum with Assemblywoman 
Sandra Galef.  The Supervisor also met with Congressman John hall to discuss the VA and to make sure
 he understands the significance of preserving the VA for the veterans. 
SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS, (cont.)

The Charles Cook Pool opened a few weekends ago and on June 22 it opens up for the season.  The Supervisor urged residents to enjoy the pool.

A plan for paving has been put together with various ideas to do different types of resurfacing throughout 
the community and the Town will be spending approximately $700,000-$800,000 of surplus monies in the 
highway fund that can’t be used in any other part of the town. Drainage work will also be done.

ROLL CALL 

On a roll call attendance was taken by Town Clerk Dyckman, all Town Board Members indicated their presence.  

* * * * * * * * * *
TOWN BOARD REPORTS 

Councilmember Farrell: Commented how nice it is that the students are learning so much about our 
rich area and all the history and wonderful events that took place here. He thanked Sergeant Grexa
 for this honor. Councilmember Farrell spoke of his representing the Town Board at the Village of 
Buchanan Memorial Day parade and how the Buchanan officials and departments did a great job in 
honoring Memorial Day. He also noted on the agenda an item awarding a bid for the emergency services 
boat launch in Verplanck. It will be built to allow access to the Hudson River by the emergency services, the 
fire depts., the State and Westchester County Police, and any government agency that may be required to 
offer services on the river stating it’s exciting that it’s been brought to this point and the Town Board is 
now ready to award the bid to Steve Giordano. He thanked Ed Vergano for his efforts in this.
     Councilmember Farrell also was glad that attention was given to the different paving concerns and other 
     ways to pave and is gratified that it will be an ongoing discussion on different ways to operate to keep the

 high standard of the roads.
Councilmember Lindau:  Also congratulated the students from Furnace Woods and  Croton- Harmon High School and hopes we all support the future business leaders of America. Councilmember Lindau and the Supervisor represented the Town Board and attended the Croton Veteran’s Ceremony on Memorial Day and at several DARE graduations and hopes the program continues that allows Veterans to go into the schools and speak about their experiences.
Councilmember Becker:  Stated that he has been thinking about how the thinking has changed as to how to get the most out of the least and as families are struggling, this Board with the Supervisor is also struggling. Every department in the Town is working hard to try to maintain services at a time when the revenue is so down due to sales tax and mortgage sales being down and so the revenue stream is diminished. The Town still has to carry on the vital services that the Town must provide.  He stated that this has been done thus far but optimistic plans for the future growth have to be put on the back burner. Councilmember Becker stated that he feels that we are going to get into a better time and that the stimulus package will work to some extent and the worse is over. He wished everyone a good summer.
Councilmember Sloan:  Announced the kickoff program for Town employees regarding the 25 by 12 project to reduce energy consumption in Town Hall by 25% by 2012. This program will be ongoing and serious. He stated that the Town is doing a number of initiatives with Department Heads as to how to save energy and that as time goes on, the residents will be hearing more about this particular project.

Councilmember Sloan then discussed the terrible legislature in Albany and suggested the local government come out in favor of abolishing the legislature and substituting the County Executives of the 72 counties in New York state as a pro tem government to assist the Governor.  
Supervisor Puglisi thanked Mike Daley, Terry McKeon, and Joe Robertine for building the frame for the student’s artwork and wished everyone a Happy Father’s Day.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

Councilmember Sloan moved that the minutes of the Regular Meeting of 

May 12, 2009 be approved as presented by Town Clerk Dyckman.  Councilmember Becker seconded the motion and all voted AYE. 

* * * * * * * * * *

PUBLIC HEARINGS

(All Public Hearings conducted at this meeting are to be found in full context in the Official Minute Book in the Town Clerk’s office.)

Public Hearing to Re-Covene a Public Hearing to consider amending notification requirements with respect to Planning Board Public Hearings and Site Plans.
Town Clerk Dyckman presented and read the notice of hearing as had been published in the official Town of Cortlandt newspaper.

Discussion: Supervisor Puglisi advised that this will be adjourned and asked Town Attorney Tom Wood to explain. He explained that this has been adjourned because it had been sent down to Westchester County for comment and only yesterday they asked for additional information, therefore the Town’s proceedings will be adjourned til they have time to respond.
There was no further discussion.

A motion to adjourn the Public Hearing until July 21, 2009 was made with a motion by Councilmember Becker and seconded by Councilmember Lindau

All voted AYE

HEARING OF CITIZENS, (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
NONE

* * * * * * * * * *
BID REPORTS 

Councilmember Lindau moved that the following reports be received and ordered filed, seconded by Councilmember Farrell

1.
Receive and File Bids opened June 5, 2009 with respect to a boat launch 
for 
emergency services on Town owned property (formerly Martin site) in Verplanck; and 
Award the Contract for same.

* * * * * * * * * *
REPORTS

Councilmember Lindau moved that the following reports be received and ordered filed, seconded by Councilmember Farrell

For the month of April from the Water Division of DOTS, DES/Highway, and the Town Justices

For the month of May, 2009 from the Receiver of Taxes and the Town Clerk.

OLD BUSINESS 

Councilmember Lindau moved that the following reports be received and ordered filed, seconded by Councilmember Farrell

Receive and File the Following:

1.
Reports from DES with respect to the following:

OLD BUSINESS, (cont.)

a) No Parking request on Croton Avenue; and authorize same.


b) Applebee Farm Road


c) Trespassers on Spruce Street

2.
Certification from the Town Clerk with respect to Westchester County notification 
of 
Local Law 1-09; and Re-Affirm same.
NEW BUSINESS
Councilmember Lindau moved that the following reports be received and ordered filed, seconded by Councilmember Farrell

1.
Letter from the Verplanck Residents Association with respect to the Martin 
property; and refer to DOTS/Project Coordinator and the Legal Department.

2.
Letter from Herman and Ellen Barsky with respect to property on Rt. 202; and refer 
to DOTS and the Legal Department.

3.
Memo from the Planning Division of DOTS with respect to the Planning Board 
declaring Lead Agency in regard to 141 Furnace Woods Road.

4.
Letter from Cortlandt Colony with respect to property owned by same; and refer to 
DOTS, DES and the Open Space Committee.

Discussion
None

All voted AYE

RESOLUTIONS

(All resolutions adopted at this meeting are to be found attached to the end of the original document.) 

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Sloan

RESOLUTION NO.153-09 RE: Appoint (upgrade) four (4) DES staff to the title MEO.
RESOLUTION NO.154-09 RE: Appoint additional seasonals for the Recreation Division, one (1) for DES and one (1) for DOTS/Water
RESOLUTION NO.155-09 RE: Authorize a three month leave under the Family or Medical Leave Act.
RESOLUTION NO.156-09 RE:Authorize a one year lease with respect to property on 8th Street and Broadway in Verplanck.
RESOLUTION NO.157-09 RE: Receive and File the 2009 repaving list; and seek bids with respect to same.
RESOLUTION NO.158-09 RE: Adopt a resurfacing and maintenance road procedure policy.
RESOLUTION NO.159-09 RE:Award a contract with respect to asphalt repairs after water main breaks.
RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO.160-09 RE:Seek bids for repairs on Red Mill Road with respect to recycling and repaving.
RESOLUTION NO.161-09 RE:Seek RFP’s with respect to curb replacement on 11th Street in Verplanck.
RESOLUTION NO.162-09 RE: Seek Bids with respect to a swale in the Cortlandt Town Center Drainage District.
RESOLUTION NO.163-09 RE: Seek Bids for a waterline replacement on Trolley Road
RESOLUTION NO.164-09 RE: Seek Bids for saw cutting asphalt repairs.
RESOLUTION NO.165-09 RE: Direct the Director of DOTS to evaluate Millington Road with respect to safety issues.
RESOLUTION NO.166-09 RE: Dedicate Juniper Lane as a 189 Highway.
RESOLUTION NO.167-09 RE: Authorize DES to design and implement site improvements to the Veteran’s Memorial on Chapel Place
RESOLUTION NO.168-09 RE: Authorize a Fireworks Permit with respect to the Mt. Carmel Feast to be held July 16th to July 19th (alternate date of July 20, 2009)
RESOLUTION NO.169-09 RE: Authorize Road Closures with respect to the Mt. Carmel Feast to be held July 16th to July 19th (alternate date of July 20, 2009)
Discussion: Supervisor Puglisi asked those promoted to MEO to stand and be acknowledged
All voted AYE 
Councilmember Sloan moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Becker

RESOLUTION NO.170-09 RE: Adopt the Information Technology Security Policy
RESOLUTION NO.171-09 RE: Authorize an Intermunicipal Agreement with respect to the Northern Westchester Energy Action Coalition.
(Item 11 was removed)
RESOLUTION NO.172-09 RE: Authorize support in petitioning the Commissioner of NYS Office of Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities to grant a permanent exemption from a funding conversion.
RESOLUTION NO.173-09 RE: Authorize an agreement with Metro North and an application to Westchester County Department of Health with respect to Cortlandt Family Fun Day
RESOLUTION NO.174-09 RE: Schedule a Public Hearing for July 21, 2009 to consider extending the Moratorium with respect to Outdoor Furnaces.
Discussion: None
All voted AYE

ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA

Councilmember Becker moved that the following items of business be added to the agenda, that the correspondence be received and ordered filed and the resolutions be adopted.  Councilmember Lindau seconded the motion.  

Receive and File the following:

1.
Letter from the Verplanck Fire Department with respect to the Martin Trailer Park; and 
refer to DOTS/Project Coordinator and the Legal Department.

2.
Letter from Dick and Bernis Nelson with respect to Box Turtles at Valeria; and refer 
to DOTS.
RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION NO.175-09 RE: Authorize DOTS to prepare comments to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission with respect to the proposed Verplanck Pumped Storage Project.
RESOLUTION NO.176-09 RE: Adopt the New York State Uniform Building Code.
RESOLUTION NO.177-09 RE: Authorize a Memorandum of Understanding with the Village of Croton with respect to the use of and providing Rain Barrels.
RESOLUTION NO.178-09 RE: Authorize DOTS and DES to develop or seek design plans for a drainage issue in the area of 243 Broadway in Verplanck; and authorize to seek bids and execute easements with respect to same.
RESOLUTION NO. 179-09 RE: Directing that DOTS and DES to prepare, design and bid (if being outsourced) for the drainage system to solve the Slocum property issue and authorizing any appropriate survey work necessary to perform the same.

Discussion: Supervisor Puglisi stated that the Town is please to be working with the Village of Croton who is the lead on the memorandum of understanding regarding the use of rain barrels and how the Town will have a working relationship with them.
All voted AYE
BUDGET TRANSFERS

NONE

REPORTS FROM VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS 

REPORTS FROM STANDING & SPECIAL COMMITTEES

SECOND HEARING OF CITIZENS 

Joseph Slocum
24 Broadway,Verplanck

The Supervisor commented that Mr. Slocum had worked for the Town of Cortlandt for 24 years. His concern regards his property: the water level is about 2 to 3 feet higher than his property and he is having issues with sink holes, so is concerned about the drainage problems.

The Supervisor stated that she has spoken with Ed Vergano and asked for their help on this problem.  Ed Vergano stated that he spoke with Steve Ferrera, project engineer, and he has come up with a solution to divert the drainage around the property. There should be a completed design by the end of this month. 
HEARING OF CITIZENS, cont.

Mr. Slocum asked what should he do in the meantime, and that he’s been asking since 1994 and that it is not a new thing.  Kathleen Burleson stated that the Town has had a contractor there to check for blockage but could not see if the pipes are blocked so they decided to abandon that solution. The new solution will be more lengthy and that is being designed.  She acknowledged his patience.

Supervisor Puglisi stated she would put this issue on the agenda to come up with a design to work with him and find a solution to this problem expeditiously. The resolution was worded by Tom Wood and voted on with motions made by Councilmembers Becker and Lindau.
All voted AYE
Councilmember Farrell added that there had been concerns regarding the pond across the street from this property and it had been suggested that a guard rail be installed. 
ADJOURNMENT 

Councilmember Farrell moved that the meeting be adjourned at 8:40 pm, seconded by Councilmember Sloan

All voted AYE
* * * * * * * * * *

Respectfully Submitted, 

JO-ANN DYCKMAN, 

Town Clerk 
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